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‘I hereby declare that this submission is my own work and that, to the
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diploma of a university or other institution of higher learning, except
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Abstract

This is a visual arts project consisting of 20% exegesis and 80% practical
work. My work explores the visual possibilities of using the digital
accumulation of data to convey socio-political concepts in relation to the
surveillance of the individual in modern western society. The nature of
surveillance is investigated with reference to Michel Foucault’s
metaphorical use of Jeremy Bentham’s panopticon in describing the
organization of society in the modern nation state. My critical interest lies
in the intrusive aspect of surveillance in regard to the privacy of the
individual and the concomitant sense of alienation and disempowerment.
The concept of “abstract reality’ has been developed to describe the nature

of the surveillance of the individual in the modern nation state.



